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the United Provinces. If it is a fact that there are so many volun-
teers on the roll and that the vast majority of them do not con-
form to the Congress conditions, they are worse than useless. The
complaints mentioned by me are formidable, yet as a matter of
fact, I have not exhausted them all. The same news comes from
Calcutta, again from a reliable source. My informant tells me
that hundreds who have gone to jail know nothing about the
pledge, are not dressed in khaddar, are not dressed even in Indian
mill cloth but have gone to jail wearing foreign cloth, and that
they have had no training in non-violence. A correspondent
from Rohtak writes bitterly complaining that in many parts of
that district the volunteers do not obey instructions and make the
position of Congress officials most difficult and embarrassing.
If one-tenth of these complaints is true I fear that we have
not been able to cope with the wonderful awakening and to bring
under control all the new additions to the Congress organization.
It is possible that it is nobody's fault that this is so. The Govern-
ment precipitated a crisis by hurling the notifications about public
meetings and volunteers at us. The challenge had to be and
was taken tip. New and inexperienced men found themselves
clothed with office and they were called upon to deal with a
crisis which would have taxed to its utmost the capacity even of
the experienced leaders withdrawn from public guidance.
There is much to be said in favour of this argument. No
one need therefore be blamed, but we must not blink the facts. On
the contrary we must face them sternly, boldly and set our own
house in order. No army in the world has yet marched to vic-
tory, which has not consisted of soldiers possessing the qualities
expected of them. An army of peace has greater need to exhibit
the qualities laid down for its soldiers. It would not do to retort
that the standard is too high. A recruiting officer who takes re-
cruits below the standard renders himself guilty of dishonesty, if
he takes such recruits knowingly. All he can do is to report to the
headquarters that he cannot get recruits on the conditions pres-
cribed, but on no account will he be justified in departing from
them.
The conditions laid down by the Congress were read by
myself in detail to the whole audience last December in the
Congress pandal.1 They were exhaustively discussed by the All-
India Congress Committee and the Working Committee and then
they were explained by me to the delegates and visitors from the
1 Vide "Speech at Congress Session, Ahmedabad-I", 28-12-1921.